PROFESSIONAL RULES

I – General Rules
7.  The attorney must meticulously avoid all gratuitous acts intended solely to promote his/her reputation.

a)  The only announcement the attorney may publicly make is his/her change of address provided that such announcement is not in the nature of advertisement.

b)  The attorney’s letterheads, calling cards, and office signs may not be of such lavish design as to bear the nature of advertisement.

c)  The attorney may have his/her address indicated in the businesses section of the telephone directory. He/she may not publish any announcement other than this using different sized letters or text in the nature of advertisement.

d) Attorneys sharing an office will exercise care to ensure that the office is not a means for publicity and that its status of a law office is not obscured.

10.  The attorney may not enter conflicting claims for the same suit.

13.  An attorney who will be absent from his/her office for a prolonged period will inform his/her bar association of the name of a colleague to take care of his/her business and deal with his/her clients.

14.  Rightful excuses notwithstanding, the attorney is under the obligation to accept the duties assigned by professional organizations.

III – Solidarity and relations among colleagues

26.  No attorney may make public statements regarding his/her opinion of the professional attitude and conduct of a colleague. Complaints of this nature will be made only to bar associations.

28.  An attorney visiting the jurisdictional area of another bar association for the first time in connection with a suit in that area spends every reasonable effort to make a courtesy call upon the president of that bar association.

29.  An attorney who receives an assignment from the president of his/her bar association due to the death of a colleague or other reasons may not reject this assignment without an acceptable excuse.

30.  Attorneys will not deny each other such assistance and convenience in procedural actions and examination of files as may be considered necessary by way of solidarity in their professional routine. 

In the event that an attorney on whom a decision of trial in absence has been entered due to his/her lateness arrives before court immediately thereafter, the attorney representing the adverse party must request the cancellation or correction of that decision.

An attorney who is unable to make himself/herself present in a trial in another location due to an excuse must inform the attorney of the adverse party of such excuse in advance if the attorney of the adverse party will also be traveling from another location.

Correspondence between attorneys marked as “confidential” may not be disclosed without the consent of the originator.

31.  The attorney may not contact the adverse party unless in the person of the counsel of the adverse party.

If the adverse party does not have counsel, the attorney’s contact with the adverse party will remain necessarily limited. The attorney will keep his/her client informed after every contact with the adverse party.

32.  The attorney will provide his/her colleague representing the adverse party with a copy of the declarations and important documents submitted to the court regardless of the nature and procedure of the suit.

33.  An attorney consenting to take an apprentice will exercise the necessary care and attention for the proper training of the apprentice and will make the necessary arrangements therefor.

